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- JUBJECT: Mechanicel Trenslation

Reference 1s made %0 @ yropesal for reseurch op mechanical translstion

by | [of the Institute of Langusges and Linguistics {XIIL), STAT
.| @ated 20 October 1954. It is believed that the STAT
following guestions abould be posed to prior to further con- STAT

slderation of his proposal.

1. ¥Page 1, nurbered parograph 2:

What does "processing” of lexical material mean? In vwhat technical
anf sclentific fields 18 it proposed to process lexical material? Can some
general estimate of the number of structural-syntactic operations de made?

2. DBunbered paragraph 3:

What is meent by éoing translation mechsnically, inasmuch es the
entire proposal does not have &8s an end result a rschine? :

3. Uumbered puragraph §:

Is there oot humap intervention prior to the input of the text
in the transliteration of the text, or is it auticipated that the machine
will accept ¢yrillic characters, or is it enticipated that there will be
an electronlc scammer to assist the input of the texty

L. Page 2, parsgraph headed "Tests™:
Whot has heppened to the Joint project of ILL with IBM?
3. Page 3, numbered paragraph 5:

Are thers not alremdy aveilable "equivalence frequency” studies
that might dbe used to reduce the emount of research necessary?

6. raregraph headed "Coroliary Research":

By bow much could the expense of the proposal be reduced if tine
devoted 10 corollary research were eliminated? ’ )

T. Puge 6, parsgreph hesded “Objectives and R&suits":

The estinmate here 1s that five %o seven thousand words will be
procossed foxr the lexicon. Are these words to include words of the core
language or oply words of a sclentific and techndcal nature? If the
former, how pany words of a microglosssry type would be involved? JIf the
latier, has the core language already been establisbed, if so, what 4is 1is
size? In cither case does not five to meven thoustnd words for approxiuately
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ik people over & year's time sssk rather & small nomber? If this rate
vere to continue, presumably it would take about 16 yewrs of this type
of ressurch to get the required scientific and technieal Bussisn lexioon
to & stage vhers it might be used for regular texts. This paragrapk as
a vhole is very vague. Could it de clarified wo ss to axpress more
pueuaymabu«nmmtwmmmmumm

8. Page T, paragraph hesded "(oordisating Committes”:
. ¥oat is maext by "consultative comtrol”?

4. J. BAQRALL
Chief, Foreign Doouments Division
Office of Qperations
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